The Holiness of God

Isaiah 6

In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings:
with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3And

one called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”

4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house
was filled with smoke. > And | said: “Woe is me! For | am lost; for | am a man of unclean lips,
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King,

the Lord of hosts!”

6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken
with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched
your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”

8 And | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?” Then
| said, “Here | am! Send me

Four Stages of Processing God’s Holiness

1. Holiness Us.

Luke 5:4-8
And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let

down your nets for a catch.” 5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and
took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.”  And when they had done
this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. ? They
signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came
and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it,
he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart from me, for | am a sinful man, O Lord.”




Job 1:8

And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none
like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away
from evil?”

Job 42:5-6

I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,
but now my eye sees you;

6 therefore | despise myself,
and repent in dust and ashes.”

. Holiness Strips Us of Our

Joshua 5:13-15

When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man
was standing before him with his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to him
and said to him, “Are you for us, or for our adversaries?” 14 And he said, “No; but |
am the commander of the army of the Lord. Now | have come.” And Joshua fell on
his face to the earth and worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord say to his
servant?” 15 And the commander of the Lord's army said to Joshua, “Take off your
sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did
so.

“God creates out of nothing. Therefore, until a man is nothing, God can make nothing
out of him.”
Martin Luther

“The worst enemy that grace has is not vice, but virtue.”
Martin Luther

“Man is never sufficiently touched and affected by the awareness of his lowly state
until he has compared himself with God’s majesty.”
John Calvin




. Holiness Calls Us to a

Matthew 5:2-6

The Beatitudes

2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be

satisfied.

. Holiness Helps Our Character.

1 Peter 1:13-21

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope
fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 2* As
obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former

ignorance, >but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your

conduct, ¥ since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 7 And if you call on
him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct
yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 28knowing that you were
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable
things such as silver or gold, *° but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a
lamb without blemish or spot. 2 He was foreknown before the foundation of the
world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you 2 who through
him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that

your faith and hope are in God.




